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1 Corinthians Chapter 9

• It seems like Paul switches gears a little here and he begins to ask a series of 
rhetorical questions, questions that he really doesn’t expect answers to because 
the answers are so obvious. 

• In reality what is happening is that he has just talked about laying aside our 
liberties to minister to others, and now he is in part showing us what that looks 
like, using himself as an example. 

V: 1 “Am I not an apostle?” - Obviously he is, and he begins to go down a short list  
 of qualifications for apostleship. 

• Apostle: (G-652) “Apostolos", one sent, sent out ones, messenger, ambassador. 

“Am I not free?”  Paul had been set free from religion, from sin, and death by Jesus -  
 walking in the liberty that he had described in the previous chapter.  Basically he’s  
 describing the fact that he’s saved, he’s born again of the Spirit. 

 John 8:36 “Therefore if the Son make you free, you shall be free indeed.” 

• So the first requirement to be an apostle was to be saved, makes sense. 

“Have I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord?”  Another requirement for apostleship   
 was to have seen the risen Lord.  This was true of the first 11, then Paul, and    
 apparently Jesus’ half brothers James & Judas.  (V: 5) 

 Peter declares this to be so: 

 Acts 1:22  “beginning from the baptism of John to that day when He was taken up 
  from us, one of these must become a witness with us of His resurrection.” 

“Are you not my work in the Lord?”  Meaning have I not born fruit in the Lord. 

 Jesus speaks of that abiding relationship and the fruit that is bourn from it. 
 John 15:8 “By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be  
  My disciples.” 

• Another qualification mentioned in 2 Corinthians is that of doing miracles; signs 
and wonders - performed by the “Apostle.” 

 2 Corinthians 12:12 “Truly the signs of an apostle were accomplished among you 
  with all perseverance, in signs and wonders and mighty deeds.” 
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V: 2 If others don’t believe me to be an Apostle, surely you do!  You’ve seen me in   
 action, you’ve sat under my teaching, you know personally. 

“You are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord.”  (Seal / certification) 

• You saw the miracles, you got saved, your lives have changed as you’ve given 
your life to Jesus, responding to the Gospel I’ve preached to you! 

 2 Corinthians 12:12 “Truly the signs of an apostle were accomplished among you 
  with all perseverance, in signs and wonders and mighty deeds.” 

 You are my living epistles, my living testimony: 

 2 Corinthians 3:3 “Clearly you are an epistle of Christ, ministered by us, written  
  not with ink but by the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on   
  tables of flesh, that is, of the heart.” 

V: 3 Apparently in the letter that Paul received from Corinth.  They were not only   
 asking questions, but apparently they were in some way challenging his apostleship, 
 and questioning his behavior as an apostle. 

 1 Timothy 5:19 “Do not receive an accusation against an elder except from two or  
  three witnesses.” 

• This brings to mind the doctrine of Apostolic Succession: The Roman Catholic 
Church, the Episcopal Church, and the Mormons are all big on this. 

• When a man is ordained into ministry typically there are bishops and or elders 
who will lay hands on a man, affirming what God is already doing in a man’s life, 
ordaining him into ministry.  Godly men laid hands on me, and prior to that some 
other men laid hands on them, and back it goes to Peter and the other Apostles. 

 1 Timothy 4:14 “Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you by   
  prophecy with the laying on of the hands of the eldership.” 

• The Mormons claim to be the only true church because they are the only ones to 
have the true Apostles today, that’s their claim.  They have 12 of them that they 
have ordained in their church.  The use of the word “Apostle” is the only thing 
that is remotely biblical about their Apostles, ministers of Satan is what they really 
are.  If you think I’m being harsh then check out Galatians 1:8. 

• There are no modern day Apostles like those described in the Gospels and the 
book of Acts simply because of the requirements that we’ve already gone over.  
At the same time we’re all called to be “apostles” - messengers, sent out ones, 
ambassadors of Christ. 
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V: 4 Paul is saying, “don’t we have the right to be supported because of our work in  
 the ministry?” 

V: 5 Someone must have been questioning their right to be supported by the church.   
 He responds “Don’t we have the right to bring our (believing) wives and support   
 them, feed them as we serve the Lord?”  This is not unreasonable. 

• Paul’s journey’s, all the Apostles for that matter - these weren’t weekend trips, 
flying in and flying out - these were many months and even years in the making.  
Most gave up their homes and literally lived on the road in the mission field.  
They took the term “sojourner” in a very literal sense. 

• Paul then cites the fact that Peter is doing just that, and that Jesus’ half brothers 
who were Apostles were doing the same thing. 

V: 6 In other words, Barnabas and I are Apostles that God has called into the ministry, 
 don’t we have the right to be supported like the other Apostles are supported in their  
 ministry? 

V: 7 When soldiers are sent out to war, it’s not for free, they are paid, fed, and    
 equipped - and this is a war.  No one goes to war at their own expense. 

• The laborer is worthy of his hire - those that work the fields or tend the flocks & 
herds are allowed to partake of the same as a part of the job. 

 Jesus said: 

 Luke 10:7 “… the laborer is worthy of his hire.” 

V: 8-10 Paul isn’t saying this as a mere man, he’s not making it up - it’s scriptural: 

 Deuteronomy 25:4  “You shall not muzzle an ox while it treads out the grain.” 

• Is this just about oxen?  No. 

• Those that plow, those who work, should do so in the hope that they will receive 
some benefit, that they’ll be taken care of as a partaker of the fruit of their labors. 

V: 11 Paul asks that question: “If we’ve sewn spiritual seed & fruit into your lives isn’t it  
 only natural or reasonable that we would reap some of the material things as well  
 that enable them to sew the spiritual? 

 2 Timothy 2:6 “The hardworking farmer must be first to partake of the crops.” 

 In speaking to the Galatians, Paul is a little more direct: 
 Galatians 6:6 “Let him who is taught the word share in all good things with him  
  who teaches.” 
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 Speaking of the Gentile churches that took up an offering to the church in Jerusalem: 
 Romans 15:27 “It pleased them indeed, and they are debtors.  For if the Gentiles  
  have been partakers of their spiritual things, their duty is also to minister to them  
  in material things.” 

V: 12 If others, like the church in Jerusalem are partakers of this right, aren’t we the   
 more so seeing how we ministered more directly to you, evangelizing and planting  
 the church in Corinth?   

• Even though we have this right, we haven’t used it - we’ve supported ourselves 
so as not to have hindered the Gospel. 

• Paul was a tent maker by trade, and that’s what he did to support himself on his 
missionary journeys. 

 Acts 18:3-4 “3So, because he was of the same trade, he stayed with them and   
  worked; for by occupation they were tentmakers.  4And he reasoned in the   
  synagogue every Sabbath, and persuaded both Jews and Greeks.” 

V: 13-14 As Paul begins to cite the Temple practices it would seem that he’s     
 responding to those who were Jewish believers within the Corinthians church. 

Leviticus 6:16, 26, 7:6, 31  Describes the priests in different situations because of  
 the different sacrifices, and the display of show bread, how they partake of the   
 sacrifices, the sin offerings, and the peace offerings and so on. 

• They that ministered of the Holy things, lived of the Holy things. 
• In other words, it’s not wrong to be supported by the church if you’re ministering 

to the church. 

V: 15 Paul says that he hasn’t exercised this particular right, even though he could   
 rightfully do so - and he’s not looking for a hand out - he’s only writing about this to  
 make the correction with regard to what they’re saying about him. 

• Paul can say these things because he’s not looking to them for support. 

• Actually, besides tent making; he was also receiving support from other churches 
not related to the Corinthians church. 

 2 Corinthians 11:8 “I robbed other churches, taking wages from them to minister to  
  you.” 

V: 16 Paul wasn’t into the ministry to get rich or to get fat - he was following the call   
 from God who placed him in the ministry, called to be an Apostle. 

• Woe unto me if I don’t preach the Gospel!  I can’t not preach it! 
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V: 17-18 Serving the Lord in any capacity is a privilege and like any other service it   
 should be done joyfully, the motive being love. 

 1 Timothy 1:12 “And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord who has enabled me, because  
  He counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry.” 

• Paul says that if we do it willingly there is a reward; but even if it’s against his 
own will - he’s been entrusted with a sacred stewardship or responsibility. 

• The motive has to be love, not profit.  There are those who are prophets of the 
Lord, and there are those who profit on the Lord. 

 1 Peter 5:2-3  “2Shepherd / tend the flock of God which is among you, serving as  
  overseers, not by compulsion but willingly not for dishonest gain but eagerly; 3nor 
  as being lords over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock.” 

V: 19 Paul is free of all men - he’s not depending on anyone except the Lord. 

• He’s made himself a servant to all, that he might win some. 

V: 20-22 Paul wanted to be able to relate to the Jews through Judaism, and he wanted  
 to be able to relate to the non Jews, the Gentiles through the love of Christ, the law  
 of love, to the weak he also was weak - becoming all things to all men with a specific 
 goal in mind - by all means, to save some. 

V: 23 Paul reiterates his reason and purpose, his focus which is evangelism, simply  
 sharing the Gospel with whoever he can, wherever he can. 

 Romans 10:12-15 “12For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the   
  same Lord over all is rich to all who call upon Him.  13For whoever calls on the  
  name of the Lord shall be saved.  14How then shall they call on Him in whom they 
  have not believed?  And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not   
  heard?  And how shall they hear without a preacher?  15And how shall they   
  preach unless they are sent?  As it is written:  “How beautiful are the feet of those 
  who preach the Gospel of peace, who bring glad tidings of good things!” 

V: 24 Running the Christian race with the intention of winning, committed to those   
 things that will help you win, shedding the things that will hold you back. 

• This is why Paul gave up his liberty - because it would hold him back. 

 Hebrews 12:1 “1Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud  
  of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares  
  us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2looking unto   
  Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him 
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  endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of  
  the throne of God.” 

• Focused on the Lord and actively pursuing after Him.  It’s definitely a marathon, a 
long distance run as opposed to a 100 yard dash.  Endurance is key. 

 Philippians 3:12-14 “12Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected;  
  but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold 
  of me.  13Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, 
  forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things   
  which are ahead, 14I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God  
  in Christ Jesus.” 

V: 25 We understand that the prize we’re running for isn’t anything of this world, it’s   
 eternal.  We’re not competing against other believers, we competing against    
 ourselves, against our own flesh. 

• The laurel wreathes the winner would receive would eventually fade away and 
fall apart - but the eternal crown of righteousness given by Jesus to those who 
believe in Him would never perish. 

• Those who seriously compete are temperate in all things meaning they exercise 
self control - they are careful about their diet, their training regimen, they make 
sacrifices all with the goal in mind. 

• Paul uses different analogies in his explanations; runners, wrestlers, soldiers - 
things that were familiar to those he was speaking to. 

 2 Timothy 2:3-4 “3You therefore must endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus  
  Christ.  4No one engaged in warfare entangles himself with the affairs of this life,  
  that he may please him who enlisted him as a soldier.” 

V: 26 Because of that I run with purpose, with focus, with intensity. 

• I don’t fight like someone who’s beating the air, like a shadow boxer - I’m fighting 
a real opponent who wants to kill me. 

V: 27 I live a disciplined life and I bring my body, my flesh into subjection to the Spirit. 

• This is not religion, or legalism, or phariseeism, which are fleshly and the 
motivation is to somehow gain favor with God through works; what we’re talking 
about is “discipline” that is motivated by love for our savior and a simple desire to 
please Him on His terms. 

• A lot of people live their lives allowing their flesh to reign supreme, the dictates of 
the flesh guiding their lives. 
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 Paul exhorts us: 
 Galatians 5:16 “I say then: walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the  
  flesh.” 

• The exhortation to purpose for the Spirit of God to reign supreme in our lives, 
forcing the flesh to be in submission to the Spirit 

• It’s a constant battle in the life of the believer, each of these things warring for 
mastery in our lives. 

 We can purpose to do as Jesus said: 

 Mark 8:34 “… Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take  
  up his cross, and follow Me.” 

• Seeking to be ruled by the Spirit, denying our flesh.  Not living constantly 
according to the dictates of the flesh and the body appetites. 

 Romans 8:5-6 “5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the  
  things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the   
  Spirit.  6For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and  
  peace.” 

• The mind of the Spirit - thinking about Him, meditating in His word, filling my mind 
with His praises, and worshipping Him, seeking Him in His Word, in fellowship, in 
serving Him. 

 Philippians 4:8 “Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are   
  noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are  
  lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is   
  anything praiseworthy - meditate on these things.” 

“… lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified.” 

• We don’t want to have preached the truth to others only to disqualify ourselves in 
some respect. 

• Disqualified: (same in NIV, NASB)  Castaway (KJV), Rejected (Amp) 

• Disqualified:  (G-96) “Adokimos” - “dokimos” means acceptable or approved, 
placing an “a” in front of it turns it into the negative - “un-acceptable” - “dis-
approved” or “rejected.” 

• The warning: Having preached the Gospel to others, if I allow my flesh to rule 
over me, to begin to govern me, I might be “cast away” - “disqualified” - 
“rejected.” 
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• What a tragedy if that happens. 
• So Paul says, I discipline myself, that is what he’s calling us to - disciplined, 

committed lives, walking by faith in the Spirit.  Motivated by our love for Him. 

• Paul gives three reasons through this chapter why he refused support from the 
Corinthian church, why he set aside his liberty in that regard: 

V: 15-18 He set it aside for the sake of the Gospel. 
V: 19-23 He set it aside for the sake of sinners, that they might get saved! 
V: 24-27 He set it aside for his own sake!  Wanting to be ruled and governed by the   
 Spirit!  Having the mind of the Spirit. 

 Romans 8:6 “6For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life  
  and peace.” 

• Lord help us! 

Ref.1 Corinthians.09 


